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mﬁ@' ' ;i“he {Jndemigne&"is directed to say that the Governsnent, iri a number of
cases makes inter departmental consultations. In the process, a public authority

may send some confidential papers to another public authonty A question has

' ansen “whether .the recipient publlc authority can disclose such confidential

'paperv under the RTI fxct, 2005, € yes, what procedure is required to be

EAS 3 |

ic u.OWCd for doing so.

B Sectmn 11 of the Act provxdes the procedure of" dlsclosm-e of ‘third

party® information. Accordmg to it if a Public Informatlon Oﬂicer (PIO)
intends to disclose an mfonnatlon supplmd by a third party whxch thc third party

~ ‘has treated as cqnﬁdenua.l,. the PIO, before taking a demsrqn _to disclose the
| information shall invite the third party to make submission in.the matter. The
third party has a r{g'ht to make an appeal to the Departmehﬁal Appellate
Authority égainst. thie- decision of the PIO and if not satisfied with the decision
of the Departmental Aﬁpellate Authérity, second appeal to the concemed :

Infonnatxon Comrmosxon The PIO cannot disclose such mformatlon unless the

procedure prescribed in section 11 is completed.

As defined in clause (n) of Section 2 of the Act, ‘third -party’ includes a
public authority. Reading of the definition of the tcrm, ‘third party"and Section
1) _together makes it clear that if a public avcthority ‘X’

receives some



information from another pubhc authout)g Y’ which that publlc authonty has
treated as conﬁdentlal then ;"X" canno; disclose the mfonnatlon without
consulting ‘Y, .the- third party in respect of the mfmmatlon and W|thout,.=:'=‘
following the- procedure p‘"escubed in Section 11 of the Act. tis a statutoxy_.-

requnemem non- compllance of which may make the P10 hable to action.

4, The Public Information Officers and the First Appellate Authorities
should keep these prok’isiohs of the Act in view while taking decision, about
disclosure of third paﬁy- information in general and disélosure of the third party

)
information, when third party4s a public authority, in particular.

5. Hindi version will follow.
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